BATSTO VILLAGE HOURS
“Visitor Center: 9:00 AM - 460 PM Daily
Interpretive Programs:
Wednesday thicugh Sanday: Sept - May
Daily: Memorial Day - Labor Day
Museum Shop: 9:00 AM -.4:00 PM Daily
Viliage Grounds: Dawn to Dusk

Closed: New Year's, Thanksgiving, Chnstmas, Veterans
Day, Election Day, Martin Luther King Day, Lincoln's
Birthday and President's Day

ADMISSION ..

A parking fee is charged-from Memerial Day weekend 1
Labor Day on weekends and hohdays

Mansion Four Fees: $3 for ages 12-and up; $1 for ages-6 1o
11; under 6 years of age free, Call for availability,

Group tours require reservations and ate limited to 15 peogle.

The Visitor Center and Mansion are pal‘t;aﬂy accessible.for” -

people with disabilities,
FACILITIES FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

For information regarding disability access, please contact the
historic site. Text telephone {TTD) users, please call the
New Jersey Relay Serwce at {800) 852- 7899

FOR YOUR SAFFTY
Please do not climb fences or trees. Strollers must ke left
outside of the historic buildings. Do not feed the wildlife.

FOR THE COMFORT AND ENJOYMENT OF ALL .
Please donot pick-the flowers; Smeking, food and beverages

are not permitted in the historic buildings or Visitor Center. -~ - %

Handling of artifacts and interior photography, videotaping
and audiotaping are not permitted. Your cooperation will
help ensure the survival of the museum collections for the -
en]oyment and education of future generations. o

Plcmckmg is allowed in the picnic area located to the north .
of the main parking lot. Grills available.

Restrooms are lacared in the Visitor Center and mVﬂ!age
House #27.

For further information:

] Wharton State Forest
= Batsto, 4110 Nesco Road, Hammonten, N.J. 08037 %
Phone: 609-561 HO0#
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The Batsto St’olcy L

. Batsto Vilfage is the site of a former bog iror. and glass-

' makmg industrial center (1766 - 1867). Currently, it
teflects the agricultural and commiercial enterprtses that
existed at the site in the late [9th century.- “Batsto” is
derived from the Swedish word “Batstu”, ineaning “bz_ath' Lo

ing place”. It is believed the Lenni - Lenape Indians

bonowed the term because old deeds of the area mentlon'f o

an “ Indian Batstu”,

REVOLUTION ARY WAR PERIOD

Bassto was founded in 1766 by Charles Read of Burling-

ton, New Jersey, who was the most ng_teé fronmaster in.

West Jersey prior to the Revolution. He bitile the Batsto
[ron Works riear the mouth of the Batsto River. It was the
first known bog iron fumiace to be estabhshed here.

By 1773 ]ohn Cox, a Phlladdphla merchant and trader,

| became owner of the Batsto fron Works. During his
ownersh1p, and that of Joseph Ball to whom he had sold
Batsto in 1779, the Works became ait important supplier
- - to'the Contfnental Army duﬂng the American Revolu-

. tion. Such wartime products as munitions, carp kettles,

iron fastenings and fittings for artillery caissons, wagons,
and ships were manufactured.

THE RICHARDS ERA 1784 - 1876

T-he- Batsto Tron Works was sold in 1784 to W{Iﬁam .
. Rlchards, whose descendants, most ndtably his son Jesse

and grandson Thomas; contin-

for the next 92 years. The
Richards family con-

lishment of the post
1852.

During the Richards era,
Jesse Richards  Batsto was noted for its produc-

ued toown and operate Barsto

structed most of the cur-
rent village' buildings:
and facilitated the estab-

office which opened in |

© . tion of pig irom, cast iron water pipe and its various

specialty castings sut:h as firebacks. After the demise of
the iron industry in 1855, Batsto became known for its
production of window glass. By 1867, even glass manufac-

" wringdeclined. With its enterpnses atastaridstill, Batsto

fell into recewershlp

THE WHARTON ERA 1876 1909

Batstowas purchased by}oseph Wharton, a Philadelphia

industrialist, at a masters sale in 1870. Although his

initial plan to dam the streams and rivers on his South
Jersey properties and stll the water to Camden and
: Philadelphia failed, he had,
‘over the vears, sought other
, means of profit by engaging
2 in various agriculrural
pursuits and expanding’
the manufacture of forest
. products.

Wharton made consider-
dble changes to the village
laridscape. He biilt the saw-
y ~ mill and underground silo. He
J ““ph Wharton enlarged the mansion and rrans-
formed its appearance to reflect the Italianate style of
architecturé. He also cleared vast areas of land to culti-

vate crops, including cranberries. By the end of the’

nineteenith century, - Batsto had become Whartons

' gentleman s farm”.

1909 . PRESENT

"~ Joseph"Wharton died in 1909 and his extensive fand
*holdings ir: the Pine Barrens were managed by the Girard
“Trust Company of Philadelphid until 1954, when the
_State of New Jersey. purchased rhe property. Today, his

former lands comprise the core of Wharton Stare Forest.

BatstoVillage is listed on the New Jersey and National
Registers of Hisroric Places. Batsto and all of Wharten .
State Forest are also part of the Pinelands National
Reserve. This Reserve, the first of its kindin the country,

* wasestablished by Congress in 1978 to protect the unique”

natural and cultural resources found in the Pinelands.
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1. V:s1tor Center - Informatlon, exhlblts, museum shop and . 12. Stoné Horse Barn - Built in 1830 and constructed of -

Festrooms, : 1 Jersey ironstone, this barn housed horses. There are, four

2. Picnic Area - Open daily dawn w0 dusk. © o stalls, with ‘hay storage ahove:"

3. Ore Boat - Excavated from the botrom of Batsto Lake in™ 13. Blacksmith and Wheelwright Shop -. The blacksmlth :
1957, It was used to transport raw hog tron ore to the Brmm : -+ ghop was utilized for shoeing horses and mulés. The

Furnace in the early 19th century. : # blacksmith made and répaired farming tools and imple-

4. Mansion - The mansion was home to tronmasters Wllham ments along with some domestic hardware such ashingds, -

Richards, his son Jesse, and grandson Thomas, unsil it was latches and locks. The Iwheelwrighf made and tepaired .

purchased by Joseph Wharton, 2 Philadelphia financier and wheels, and with the blﬂcksmmh repaired horse drawn
industrialist, in 1876. Wharton enlarged the mansion and vehlcles R i

transformed its appearance to reflect the Italianate style of : _
architecture. R Nat Urg -
5. Tee and Milk Houses - Ice cut from Batsto Lake was e VR
stored here. Stacked in layers and covered with sawdust, the
ice kept year round. Milk, butter and other dairy products
wete stored in the area adjacent to the ice house.

6. Woodhouse - Wood for the mansicn caokstoves was
stored here. Currently it houses a dzsplay af agncultural
implements. - .

7. Carriage House - This buﬂdmg houscd various horsea
drawn vehicles. - :

8. Horse Stable-- Riding horses and cartiage horses were
kept hcre Ther¢ are ten sralls Produce was also stored
here:

9. Threshing Barn - This ham. contained a threshmg
machine which separated the grain from the'straw and chaff.
10. Piggery - Hogs were slaughtered-and processed in this
building, The adjacent tower contained a water tank which
supplied water to the bow! - like cast iron cauldron located at
ground level, -

11. Range Barn - Cattle were kept in this barn. The
adjacent uniderground silo, built by ]Oseph Whartcn was for
storing silage (fedder)

14, Frame Bm[dmg H1stor1c use not
determiried at this time. -

15, Mule Barn - Constructed

in 1828 of Jersey

ironstone, it hds served

as 2 tean stable, hay _

Batsto residents in front of Gristmill,- c. 1910.

storeroom, and mule barn. It contains eight stalls with
storage above.

16. Corn Crib - Corm was stored and shelled here. The
sheller, located an the second story, was operated bya belt
and shaftsystem pawered by the gristmill’s water turbine.

17. Gistmill - This water-powered grlstmlll was built in
1828, and originally operated with a wooden waterwheel. In

- 1882, the water whéel was replaced by a more‘efficient * st_de g

winder” watér turbine. The mill ground and processed
wheat; corn aid other graifs which-were stored and soId in
the general store.

18. Hydraulic Ram - A devme which’ pumped thie water it
received from Batsto Lake to the water tanks it the mansion
and piggery. :

19. Generaf Store and Post Office - The general store.
primarily served the village residents. Groceries, clothing, -

hardware and toys were some of the items sold here. The post.
office, on the second floor, was es[abhshed in 1852 and is still

in operation. Mail is hand eanceled and, becatse of its
historical significance, no zip code is required.
20, Carp Pond - In the last quarter of the 19ch’ century_",
Joseph Whéi‘ton created a carp pond here. This is &
t‘ypmal Vtctonan fandscape feature.

21. Site of the Teon

furnace arid .

e

. Furnace - The tron "

other buildings necessary to the production of iron ore were
situated here. None of these buildings exist today, .

22. Charcoal Kiln Exhibit - Charcoal was needed to produce:
iron. Wood from nearby forests was burned in a'kiln like '
this one. Heat would expel tar. and méisture, leavmg

charred rematns.

23, Sawmill - Buile in 1882, this water—powered circular
_sawmill produced lumber products foi sale and for use on site,,

The mill also contains 1 shingle maker,

24. Anme M. Carter Interpretwe Center

25. Site of the Glassworks - The Bassto Glassworks,
or{gmally constructed in 1846 and consisting of seven
buildings, produced windew glass and glass for street lamips.”

Production stopped in 1867.and never resumed. None of

these buildings exist roday. -

26. Hands On History Ceriter - Visitors can use reproduc-

rion household objects that were commonly used during the .

19th century. ' '

27. Village House - Public Restraomms.

28 - 42. Village Houses - Wotkers employed at Bawsto |
lived in these houses. Butlz in the early 19th centiry, the. -~ }
single dwellings typically had three rooms downstairs and "
two toofns upstairs. The duplexes had two rooms downstairs

and one room upstairs, plus an attic. During the Whatton

era, the rent was two dollars a menth.. ' :

43. Baisto- Pleasant Mills Chuirch - Privately owned

Erected in 1808, this Methodist church CONEINUES t0 seIve.

the Pleasant Mills community. Residents of Batsto attended

., - church here as well as weddings and funerals: Several
NYgese, v Rlchards farmiy members, mdudmg Jesse, are

[
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